EpiPen Affordability: The Cost of Saving Lives
By: Anneliese Lapides

	According to the Wall Street Journal, about 3.6 million people were prescribed EpiPens in America in 20151 in order to combat allergic reactions to stings and foods such as peanuts. EpiPens contain the hormone epinephrine, a manmade version of adrenaline. Epinephrine acts against allergic reactions when injected into the body by constricting blood vessels, or making them smaller2. This constricting of the blood vessels increases blood pressure and relaxes the muscles of the lungs in order to restore breathing. This also increases heart rate and reduces swelling caused by the allergic reaction. Because EpiPens provide crucial medication to so many people of all ages across the country with harmful allergies, it is important that they be affordable. The recent controversy surrounding EpiPens is the expensive cost. Mylan, one of the largest international pharmaceutical companies, has increased the price of EpiPens over the past decade due to upgrades in the model of the medicine-delivering contraption. However, some argue that the “new” EpiPen is hardly so different from the EpiPen that exponentially less expensive nine years ago. While pharmaceutical company pricing is not a new issue, the controversy over the price of the EpiPen is making recent headlines due to its importance in the lives of so many Americans. This demographic includes children, who constantly face the risk of encountering their allergen in their everyday lives.
	The CEO of Mylan, Heather Bresch, must defend the company’s reason for the increase in the price of EpiPen in front of Congress. In a New York Times interview, her rebuttal to the controversy over the high cost of the EpiPen was “‘I am running a business.’”3 How much has Mylan increased the price of the EpiPen? In 2007, the device cost around $100. Now, the device costs over $600; this is a 400 percent increase in price over the past nine years4. The medicine inside of the contraption does have an expiration date, which requires up to an additional $500 to refill4. 
[image: ]Mylan has connected the large price increase of the EpiPen to upgrades made in the structure of the device. Two versions of the device were compared by PA Consulting Group, a technology consulting firm in the UK5. The EpiPen pictured below is one with a 2009 expiration date. Photo: nbcnew.com5.

           


[image: ]The second EpiPen, pictured below, has a 2015 expiration date and replaces some pieces while also including new, additional pieces. Photo: nbcnews.com5. 



















[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion of their investigation, the head of the medical technology branch of PA Consulting Group stated: “‘It’s the same core device that’s been in use for some time.’”5 This comparison of the two models, the former over $500 less than the latter, is an example of the overall function and practicality of the device is the same in both devices. 
	So we ask ourselves, if both models perform the same function in the same general manner, then why should the new model be so much more expensive? For families with children who have allergies, it is important that they are able to afford EpiPens in order to provide proper medical care if a life-threatening allergic reaction were to occur. While EpiPens are covered by most insurance companies, some Americans do not have insurance or they have providers who do not cover the medicine-delivering device or epinephrine refills. Affordability of medicine is already a greatly argued problem in our country, and EpiPens are no exception. It is incredibly likely that most people know at least one person who needs an EpiPen. The necessity of this product in so many peoples’ lives should be taken into consideration when discussing its price in order for this medicine to reach the people who need it and, in turn, save lives. 
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Rev 1 EpiPen Complete Device

Rev 1 EpiPen® Part Breakdown

. Housing . Drive Spring
. Sleeve Release Collar
. Cartridge and Stopper Thrust washer
. Stopper Driver 9. Rear Collar
Plunger (formed of two laser cut brass sheet parts) 10, Safety Cap
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Rev2 EpiPen® Complete Device

Rev 2 EpiPen® Part Breakdown

Shroud 7. Plunger
Control Spring 8. Drive spring
Carrier 9. Release collar
Control Clips 10. Rear case
Needle cover 11. Safety Cap
Cartridge and Stopper 12. Housing
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